u. 


0 


* 

o 

« 

01 


t7 


Abraham  Lincoln's 
Contemporaries 


James  Whitcomb  Riley 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


II.  JLocff,  o%<5.  o 3.S175 


/sf 


J  SO   C    SEW.  fr— i-Vni 

II A  It  It  Y  8.  Jf  EW.  Swrrtary. 


IIEtlRHi    «■    IIITT, 


BUSINESS    DEPARTMENT, 


The  INDIANAPOLIS  JOURNAL. 


Th»  Indianapolis  Journal  Newspaper  Company.  Publishers. 

ludianapoli*.  In,!..  6ct  /£&_ 


1*90. 


:.■■<■>■. 


■7 


i*wt    f"£  r*f  lvi<, 


&,. 


K^«JiA7  Mm 


Ct,      c^ 


If^'^ 


*w,<( 


Cu^cA.     Cv--.. 


KWA.        U~d        *" 


'*Xv-v-tA»-— _47 


IM. 


ir^I^fe^ 


7 


"fr 


rt«^     to    4kx-  M.vw  r 


# 


K^^ 


\^\~^4»JLl*»-. —   A*.        u«»-^       %Ur/L<s( 


f  ( 


UX^»^  TKv  </«*t 


r 


■tT<^Ca-K-    "f/l-^  ch^trtt*.\A. 


du.T  ,  A-t 


-~«-»JC\~      «r,l<ilU»*M^    Sib 


^  F 


-*^vu«<. 


a-fc^-j-f      *h 


i 


J*H_    't*«j4.  Clut«-^cl»^v- 


i*k- 


'7 


"«-»~»jlM_       l«i«4t_      fi~- «{.     rn-ut^vt—^  c 


1 


^VuvX;     *-■„„_    -wJRJL    «u; 


:% 


vA^Jk     Ih***\    &* 


/6-AJU     M~~r 


v"^vfc 


^jpL—j^  V(vjtt«-J»  *V^*-y  • 


% 


\^O^j^j-^f 


iWU-»  OJj^ 


WEEK       BY       WEEK 


£•  -lh  -M 


$1,000  LINCOLN  MANUSCRIPT 

Compiled  by  Herbert  Wells  Fay,  Custodian  Lincoln's  Tomb 


Lincoln's  fame  was  not  confined  to  Lin- 
coln. It  is  shared  by  those  associated  with 
him,  including  the  authors  he  read  and  as 
well  as  the  authors  who  rave  about  him. 
Everything  Lincoln  touched  has  a  sacred 
touch,  and  at  his  tomb  admiring  friends 
lift  their  hats  as  they  would  in  the  pres- 
ence of  things  most  sacred.  James  Whit- 
comb  Riley  touched  hearts  by  his  muse. 
Long  before  his  death  the  admirers  of  his 
genius  organized  in  groups  to  perpetuate 
his  memory. 

It  was  ages  before  some  of  the  Euro- 
pean poets  came  to  their  own,  but  even 
before  his  death  Riley  lines  were  on  the 
lips  of  about  every  Hoosier  school  boy. 

Collectors  are  bidding  $1,000  for  some 
of  his  prized  poetical  manuscripts.  In 
time  his  Lincoln  will  be  considered  a 
priceless  treasure.  There  are  one  hundred 
Lincoln  collectors  starting  every  year,  no 
one  can  foretell  what  the  future  demand 
will  be. 

Years  ago  a  stranger  appeared  at  the 
ticket  office  window  in  a  little  village  in 
southern  Indiana  and  called  for  a  tele- 
graph blank.  It  was  one  of  those  sta- 
tions that  is  a  one-man  affair.  The  agent 
acted  as  operator,  sells  tickets,  checks 
baggage,  handles  the  mail  and  takes 
charge  of  the  express  and  freight.  On 
the  blank  addressed  to  a  banker  in  India- 
napolis, the  stranger  wrote:  "Please  tele- 
graph me  ten  dollars,"  signed  "James 
Whitcomb  Riley." 

The  agent  said  "can  you  prove  to  me 
that  you  are  Riley?"  and  he  produced 
papers,  recited  poems  and  made  identi- 
fication positive.  The  operator  took  out 
his  personal  pocketbook  and  handed  the 
poet  a  ten  dollar  bill  asking  him  to  sign 
a  receipt  for  the  same.  Years  after  he 
showed  the  Riley  treasures  to  a  friend  of 
the  writer  and  said  that  he  had  been  of- 
fered $100  for  the  two  Riley  signatures 
and  release  of  the  story- 

A  few  months  ago  the  papers  carried 
the  story  of  the  manuscript  of  a  well 
known  Riley  poem  had  sold  for  $1,000.  I 
have  a  collect  ion  of  the  Hoosier  poet  that 


will  make  a  display  a  foot  high  and  sixty 
feet  long-.  It  consists  of  most  of  the  por- 
traits of  the  poet,  pictures  of  his  three 
homes,  engrossed  copies  of  his  poems,  an 
autographed  photograph  and  last  and  by 
best  the  original  manuscript  of  poem  on 
Lincoln  that  he  sent  me  about  the  time 
it  was  written.  This  Riley  manuscript 
and  collection  attracts  a  lot  of  attention. 
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